
Table 2.10
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Afrikaans South Africa 3,818 89.6
Australia 125 2.9
Zimbabwe 82 1.9
England 21 0.5
New Zealand 18 0.4
Zambia 18 0.4
Netherlands 15 0.4

Other 165 3.9
Total 4,262 100.0

Arabic Australia 1,871 24.3
Iraq 1,394 18.1
Sudan 860 11.2
Lebanon 681 8.9
Egypt 597 7.8
Saudi Arabia 281 3.7
Jordan 216 2.8
Kuwait 151 2.0
Syria 131 1.7
United Arab Emirates 101 1.3
Other 1,409 18.3
Total 7,692 100.0

Bosnian Bosnia and Herzegovina 1,321 78.0
Australia 191 11.3
Croatia 32 1.9
Germany 23 1.4
Serbia 20 1.2

Other 107 6.3
Total 1,694 100.0

Burmese Burma (Myanmar) 2,746 88.0
Australia 225 7.2
India 36 1.2
Thailand 21 0.7

Other 91 2.9
Total 3,119 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Cantonese Malaysia 4,422 27.6
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 2,947 18.4
Australia 2,917 18.2
Viet Nam 1,133 7.1
Singapore 1,123 7.0
Brunei Darussalam 102 0.6
England 60 0.4
Burma (Myanmar) 59 0.4
Indonesia 54 0.3
Cambodia 42 0.3
Other 3,190 19.9
Total 16,049 100.0

Croatian Croatia 3,124 51.3
Australia 1,937 31.8
Bosnia and Herzegovina 421 6.9
Germany 27 0.4
New Zealand 25 0.4
Slovenia 21 0.3
Serbia 15 0.2
Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (FYROM) 12 0.2
Italy 10 0.2

Other 492 8.1
Total 6,084 100.0

Dutch Netherlands 3,768 71.6
Australia 762 14.5
Indonesia 175 3.3
Belgium 126 2.4
England 45 0.9
South Africa 43 0.8
New Zealand 38 0.7
Germany 32 0.6
Scotland 19 0.4
Poland 14 0.3
Other 237 4.5
Total 5,259 100.0

English Australia 1,204,734 75.2
England 171,530 10.7
New Zealand 45,202 2.8
Scotland 24,009 1.5
South Africa 17,408 1.1
India 10,408 0.6
Ireland 8,729 0.5
Malaysia 6,670 0.4
United States of America 6,355 0.4
Netherlands 6,086 0.4
Other 101,912 6.4
Total 1,603,043 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Filipino Philippines 1,853 92.3
Australia 75 3.7

Other 79 3.9
Total 2,007 100.0

French Mauritius 1,275 25.4
France 1,123 22.4
Australia 1,028 20.5
England 194 3.9
Switzerland 176 3.5
Canada 174 3.5
Belgium 133 2.7
Seychelles 129 2.6
South Africa 39 0.8
Scotland 31 0.6
Other 711 14.2
Total 5,013 100.0

German Germany 3,693 51.2
Australia 1,320 18.3
Switzerland 679 9.4
Austria 518 7.2
England 131 1.8
South Africa 89 1.2
Poland 50 0.7
Netherlands 33 0.5
Hungary 33 0.5
Romania 30 0.4
Other 636 8.8
Total 7,212 100.0

Greek Australia 2,432 48.5
Greece 1,767 35.2
Cyprus 168 3.3
Egypt 135 2.7
South Africa 91 1.8
England 44 0.9
New Zealand 30 0.6
Italy 28 0.6
Zimbabwe 15 0.3
Turkey 14 0.3
Other 295 5.9
Total 5,019 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Gujarati Kenya 721 42.6
India 571 33.7
Australia 95 5.6
England 85 5.0
Zambia 32 1.9
South Africa 27 1.6
Zimbabwe 23 1.4

Other 138 8.2
Total 1,692 100.0

Hindi India 1,465 76.0
Australia 140 7.3
Fiji 131 6.8
Kenya 31 1.6
Malaysia 22 1.1
Singapore 22 1.1
England 13 0.7

Other 103 5.3
Total 1,927 100.0

Indonesian Indonesia 5,372 81.3
Australia 931 14.1
England 53 0.8
Singapore 46 0.7
Malaysia 24 0.4
New Zealand 17 0.3
East Timor 14 0.2
United States of America 11 0.2

Other 139 2.1
Total 6,607 100.0

Italian Italy 16,764 51.0
Australia 13,653 41.5
England 167 0.5
Egypt 152 0.5
Croatia 84 0.3
Switzerland 66 0.2
France 60 0.2
South Africa 54 0.2
New Zealand 49 0.1
Germany 44 0.1
Other 1,800 5.5
Total 32,893 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Japanese Japan 2,384 70.6
Australia 772 22.9
England 39 1.2
New Zealand 17 0.5
Singapore 16 0.5
United States of America 15 0.4
Malaysia 12 0.4

Other 122 3.6
Total 3,377 100.0

Korean Korea, Republic of (South) 1,645 85.7
Australia 186 9.7

Other 88 4.6
Total 1,919 100.0

Macedonian Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia (FYROM) 2,670 47.1
Australia 2,204 38.9
Greece 465 8.2
Serbia 11 0.2
Croatia 10 0.2

Other 309 5.5
Total 5,669 100.0

Malay Australia 1,894 41.7
Malaysia 1,468 32.3
Singapore 881 19.4
Brunei Darussalam 61 1.3
Indonesia 50 1.1
England 18 0.4
India 12 0.3

Other 162 3.6
Total 4,546 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Mandarin Malaysia 4,619 27.9
Singapore 2,913 17.6
Australia 1,919 11.6
Taiwan 798 4.8
Indonesia 529 3.2
Brunei Darussalam 401 2.4
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 98 0.6
Burma (Myanmar) 64 0.4
Viet Nam 60 0.4
England 48 0.3
Other 5,102 30.8
Total 16,551 100.0

Iran 1,730 63.7
Australia 390 14.4
Afghanistan 345 12.7
Pakistan 42 1.5
United States of America 22 0.8
England 13 0.5
New Zealand 12 0.4
India 10 0.4

Other 151 5.6
Total 2,715 100.0

Polish Poland 4,259 69.8
Australia 1,171 19.2
Germany 190 3.1
England 57 0.9
Austria 26 0.4
Russian Federation 23 0.4
Ukraine 23 0.4
New Zealand 22 0.4
France 10 0.2

Other 322 5.3
Total 6,103 100.0

Portuguese Portugal 1,724 47.2
Australia 752 20.6
Brazil 505 13.8
East Timor 172 4.7
South Africa 82 2.2
Zimbabwe 29 0.8
England 17 0.5
Malaysia 17 0.5
India 14 0.4

Other 344 9.4
Total 3,656 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Serbian Serbia 915 20.6
Australia 852 19.2
Croatia 778 17.5
Bosnia and Herzegovina 475 10.7
Germany 26 0.6
New Zealand 16 0.4

Other 1,387 31.2
Total 4,449 100.0

Spanish Australia 1,268 22.2
El Salvador 1,036 18.1
Chile 1,033 18.1
Spain 609 10.6
Argentina 336 5.9
Colombia 242 4.2
Peru 220 3.8
Uruguay 115 2.0
England 79 1.4
United States of America 45 0.8
Other 739 12.9
Total 5,722 100.0

Tagalog Philippines 2,112 90.5
Australia 121 5.2

Other 101 4.3
Total 2,334 100.0

Tamil Sri Lanka 507 26.7
India 481 25.4
Malaysia 357 18.8
Singapore 352 18.6
Australia 114 6.0
England 14 0.7

Other 72 3.8
Total 1,897 100.0
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Table 2.10 (continued)
Birthplace of Selected Language Groups

-Western Australia: 2006 Census

Language Birthplace Persons
% of 

Language

Thai Thailand 2,252 79.5
Australia 412 14.5
England 36 1.3
New Zealand 16 0.6

Other 118 4.2
Total 2,834 100.0

Vietnamese Viet Nam 8,598 64.9
Australia 3,804 28.7

Hong Kong (SAR of China) 72 0.5
Malaysia 70 0.5
Indonesia 53 0.4
Thailand 42 0.3
Cambodia 42 0.3
Laos 20 0.2
New Zealand 18 0.1
United States of America 11 0.1
Other 517 3.9
Total 13,247 100.0
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